
“Restoration: Part I”
1 Samuel 7:1-3

Restoration begins when simple obedience to God begins in your life (1)
When the men of Kiriath-jearim came to get the ark of God from Beth-shemesh, they must have heard 

about and realized what had happened in Beth-shemesh. Perhaps there was some apprehension in their 
hearts and minds about bringing the ark of God to their town, but all that God’s Word tells us is that they took 
the ark of God back to Kiriath-jearim. When they returned to Kiriath-jearim, there was no premature 
celebration, and there was no casual worship. Instead, the men of Kiriath-jearim brought the ark of God to a 
house, which probably belonged to a Levite, and they consecrated a young man to take care of the ark of God. 
The word for consecrate in the Old Testament comes from the same word that means to set-aside or to make 
holy. In other words, they took the time to prepare and to set-aside Eleazar for this important work of caring for 
the ark of God. The men of Kiriath-jearim were taking responsibility for the ark of God for the long run. The ark 
wasn’t left out in a field; instead, the ark was brought into a house. The ark wasn’t left to be looked at and 
talked about by the people; instead, the ark was placed under the care of someone set-aside for that purpose. 
The men of Kiriath-jearim didn’t do anything amazing, they simply obeyed God’s design and desire for caring 
for His ark. What is amazing is that their simple steps of obedience stopped the judgment of God against 
Israel. No men in Kiriath-jearim died because of the ark of God. Simple obedience began the process of 
restoration in their lives.
1. Look back at chapter 6. Discuss the difference between how the men of Beth-shemesh and the men of 

Kiriath-jearim handled the ark of God. What’s more important, being really excited about God or taking 
simple steps of obedience for God? Why?

2. If possible, do a word study on the Hebrew word for consecrate. If you don’t have the resource to do that, 
simply look up and study the word consecrate. What does God’s design for preparing and setting apart 
someone for His service communicate about God? How do we still do this today in ministry?

3. Do you ever let your excitement about God — or your lack of excitement about God — be a measurement 
of your relationship with God or how you’re doing as a Christian? What’s the problem with using 
excitement as a measurement?

4. The men of Kiriath-jearim probably weren’t that excited to get the ark after what happened in Beth-
shemesh, but they were obedient. Why is simple obedience so powerful and important?

5. What simple step of obedience is God asking you to take right now in your life?

Restoration leads to a genuine and growing desire for God in your life (2)
Twenty-years is a long time! For twenty-years, the ark of God stayed in Kiriath-jearim. For twenty-years, 

Eleazar cared for the ark of God, and Samuel ministered for the Lord in Israel. For twenty-years, God used the 
simple steps of obedience of a few to grow a genuine desire for God in the lives of many. After this long period 
of time, God’s work of restoration in the hearts of His people had led Israel to the point of desperately seeking 
Him in their lives. The people of God were finally ready. They were finally at the point where they knew that 
they truly needed God in their lives. They were finally at the point where they truly wanted God in their lives. 
The oppression of the Philistines had continued, and the land that they had lost to the Philistines was still out of 
their possession. They lamented after God in their hearts because God had been at work in their hearts for 
twenty-years. God was in this relationship with His people for the long-haul, growing a genuine desire for Him 
in their lives. Through difficult circumstances and through years of waiting, God’s work of restoration was finally 
taking shape. God’s people were finally ready to turn back to Him.



1. Take a minute to discuss what Eleazar and Samuel did for twenty-years in just serving the Lord in their 
lives without any major change in the heart of the people of Israel. Do you think those twenty-years were 
tough? Do you think these men ever faced frustration or discouragement? What does this say about the 
importance of faithfulness and patience in the work of God?

2. God’s Word says that His people mourned or lamented after Him. This wording gives the sense of an 
intense seeking after God that comes from pain in the hearts of the people. Have you ever experienced a 
mourning or lamenting after God? If so, take a minute to share your testimony about that experience with 
the group.

3. What do you think it looks like to lament after the Lord? Do you know anyone who is lamenting after the 
Lord in their lives? What’s their situation? Take time to pray for them by name in your group.

4. It took twenty-years of God working in the hearts of His people to bring them to this point of genuinely 
seeking Him. What do we as the church need to learn about ministry from the experience of Israel in 1 
Samuel 7? 

5. Do we ever get impatient for results in ministry or view “success” in ministry in a wrong way? How?

Restoration calls for an exclusive commitment to the Lord in your life (3)
Samuel knew that God was doing a work in the hearts of His people. Surely the people had come to 

Samuel, and he had heard and seen the genuine and growing desire for God in their lives. Samuel knew what 
they needed. Perhaps it wasn’t the first time that Samuel had called them to an exclusive commitment to the 
Lord, but this time the people were ready to listen. Samuel simply stated the obvious: If you want God in your 
life, then you can only have God in your life. Samuel called on the people to get rid of their idols and false 
gods. Samuel directed the people to trust in and to worship God alone in their hearts. Samuel reminded them 
that God is the God who fights for and defends His people who are totally committed to Him. This was God’s 
work of restoration in bringing His people to the place in their lives where they were ready to commit to Him 
and then using Samuel to call them to that commitment in their hearts. This was the only way that the work of 
restoration could actually take shape in the lives of God’s people. The people had to make an exclusive 
commitment to the Lord in their lives. Without this exclusive commitment, restoration would never occur.
1. What did Samuel call the people to get rid of in their lives? Do you have any idols (things you put above 

God) in your life?
2. What did Samuel call the people to do? Have you done this in your heart?
3. What did Samuel tell the people that God would do? What “Philistine” do you have in your life that you 

need God to deliver you from? What’s the key to allowing God to do this work of restoration?
4. For the people that were identified earlier who are genuinely seeking after the Lord in their lives, have you 

ever called them to make an exclusive commitment to the Lord through faith in Jesus Christ in their lives? 
If not, discuss how you could do that this week, and pray for each other for the courage and opportunity to 
talk to them about Jesus in the week to come.


